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The 2025 UNA Annual Conference: Hope in Action, held September 18 at the Davis Conference
Center, brought together more than 500 nonprofit professionals, partners, and community leaders,
making it one of UNA’s largest conferences to date. Attendees arrived ready to learn, connect, and
share solutions, contributing to a vibrant and collaborative atmosphere throughout the day.

This year’s program featured a keynote address from Dr. Chan Hellman, a nationally recognized
expert on hope theory, who shared evidence-based insights on building hopeful and resilient
teams and explored hope as a powerful framework for leadership, culture, and impact.

The day also included 21 breakout sessions led by sector experts, offering practical tools and fresh
insights on leadership, fundraising, operations, and community impact. UNA also celebrated
outstanding contributors to Utah’s nonprofit sector during the annual Nonprofit Leader Awards.

The conference continued its strong momentum with a sold-out Business Expo Hall, providing a
bustling hub for networking and partnership building with mission-aligned businesses. With
strong attendance, robust programming, and an engaged community, the 2025 UNA Annual
Conference marked another successful year of learning and connection for Utah’s nonprofit sector.






https://youtu.be/ltqcFQ6zxMs
https://youtu.be/ltqcFQ6zxMs
https://youtu.be/ltqcFQ6zxMs
https://youtu.be/yKUBrijAY1g
https://youtu.be/yKUBrijAY1g
https://youtu.be/yKUBrijAY1g
https://youtu.be/eWHo9BolkdQ?si=atkIMYvp8V-cbPdV
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https://www.utahnonprofits.org/support-una/



https://utahnonprofits.org/
https://www.facebook.com/utahnonprofits/
https://twitter.com/UtahNonprofits
https://www.instagram.com/utahnonprofits/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/utnonprofitsassociation/admin/feed/posts/
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	The Nonprofit Credential is one of many ways UNA demonstrates its commitment to empowering nonprofits with the tools they need for success. Through a blend of expert-led training, comprehensive resources, and tailored consultations, participating organizations gain proficiency across nine critical areas.
	This program serves as a cornerstone, addressing the evergreen need of nonprofit professional development and supporting practitioners as they address challenges, implement best practices, and invest in long-term sustainability.
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	UNA’s public policy work is grounded in a clear purpose: protecting the rights and benefits that enable nonprofits to serve their communities effectively. In 2025, shifting federal and state policies increased uncertainty across the sector, putting community services at risk and making strong advocacy essential. In response, UNA provided timely guidance, coordinated sector response, and engaged state and federal elected officials to underscore the critical role nonprofits play in Utah communities.
	When federal actions created uncertainty, UNA stepped forward as a reliable leader, offering clarity and stability when nonprofits needed it most. A federal funding freeze in January and a government shutdown in October raised immediate concerns about funding continuity and operations. During these and other moments throughout the year, UNA convened nonprofit leaders and delivered timely information, clear policy context, and practical guidance, helping organizations navigate disruption and remain mission‑focused.
	At the federal level, UNA advanced policies that strengthen charitable giving and long‑term sector stability, including full support of the bipartisan Charitable Act (S.317/H.R.801). UNA also opposed proposals that would reduce charitable donations or introduce new taxes, penalties, or policies that could undermine nonprofit operations and essential community services.
	At the state level, UNA elevated the essential role nonprofits play in Utah’s economy and quality of life. A formal letter to Governor Spencer Cox highlighted the sector’s contributions to employment, service delivery, and community well‑being. Throughout the year, UNA also strengthened advocacy capacity by equipping nonprofit leaders to engage and amplifying a coordinated, informed sector voice.
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